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~My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness"
(2 Corinthians 12:9)
Sermon ,,7 Days with Failure" By Kathy Mutonga, 28.02.2016

It is difficult to talk about Failure without talking about shame or reproach. How many of us have failed once in
their life? (School, work, family/loved ones)? How did it feel?

The famous boxer Mike Tyson said “Everyone has a plan until they get punched in the face”.

What happens when you have no next step after failing and falling so low? Think about a child for a moment.
When a child learns to walk and falls down 50 times, he never thinks to himself: “maybe this isn’t for me?’

Just before | joined the University, I had many challenges including some people saying it was not possible
because | had not done so well in my high school exams. It was up to me to decide whether to listen to people
talk about my failure or trust God because He has a better plan for me. I was committed to and so | finally
started with a Diploma, worked hard and went all the way up to completing my Bachelors.
I would like to bring us closer to the story of Peter and Jesus:-
Matthew 26:31-35
%1 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written:
““I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”
%2 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

% Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.”

% <«Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three
times.”

% But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said
the same.

Jesus knew that Peter would betray him, he also mentioned it to him, Peter continuously confirmed his
allegiance to Jesus until the test of time finally came. Peter betrayed Jesus!

> Peter was in charge of his own failure.
» Christ took charge of restoring him.

Behind this story lies a wonderful, liberating, hope-filled truth: Failure is an event, not a destiny. This is good
news because we all fail sooner or later, and if we are honest, we all fail over and over again. As Peter’s story
abundantly proves, it’s not our initial failure that ruins us. It’s what happens next that matters.
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e Failure doesn’t mean you have blown everything. It means you have some hard lessons to learn.
e [t doesn’t mean you are a permanent loser. It means you aren’t as smart as you thought you were.
e It doesn’t mean you should give up. It means you need the Lord to show you the next step.

e [t doesn’t mean that God has abandoned you. It means that God a better plan.

When we have failed, especially when we have failed those we love the most, our mind becomes a swirl of
emotions—Embarrassment . . . Anger ... Fear... Shame ... Despair. We feel dirty and unworthy because we
acted foolishly. When we have hurt someone deeply, we want to know if they still love us or have we blown
everything? Will they ever forgive me? Can | ever forgive myself? These are thoughts that probably crossed
Peter’s mind, “What am [ now? A Disciple or a traitor?”

The Bible says in Matthew 26:75 that Peter wept bitterly when he remembered what Jesus had told him. Guilt
and shame caught up. Jesus still loved Peter. Imagine! Jesus Reinstated Peter in John 21:15-17.

What Amazing Grace! Peter loved the Savior who forgave him with such a passion that he never shrank from
fulfilling his purpose, even to the very end.

Flip over to David. He failed in as many ways as he succeeded. What made God still call Him “Man after my
own heart”? :-

1. He had absolute Faith in God (1Sam 17:37)

2. He absolutely loved God

3. He was absolutely thankful

4. He was absolutely repentant (He admitted he could not do it on his own and one of his prayer is “My
strength and my flesh may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever”. (Psalm
73:26)

This is where we need to come to. Acknowledging God’s strength for us when we fail. Knowing that He
knows what we are going through and that with open arms, he waits for us. Paul, having had it rough, three
times pleaded with the Lord to take away the situation from him.

The Lord answered “My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness”. Lass Dir an
meiner Gnade genutgen, denn meine Kraft ist in den Schwachen machtig.” Paul in the end says “For when [ am
weak, then I am strong.” (2 Cor 12:9-10)

We are all looking for perfect situations. There will never be perfect situations. There is never going to be a
‘Perfect Church’. If there was and you and I joined it, it wouldn’t be perfect anymore.”

So, good people: the next 7 days if you fail, see it as a chance to experience Gods power in your weakness!
Every single time: | fail — I enjoy Gods grace — | am open to experience his power in my weakness. Again and
again and again. 7 days long. Overcoming our failure happens when we accept God’s forgiveness and allow
God’s grace to give us another chance.
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~Lass dir an meiner Gnade geniigen, denn meine Kraft ist in den Schwachen machtig "
(2. Korinther 12,9) Predigt zu ,,7 Tage Versagen" von Kathy Mutonga, 28.02.2016

Liebe Freunde!
Schon, dass Thr Euch mit Eurem Hauskreis/Kleingruppe auf die ,,7 Wochen mit* eingelassen habt!
Wie Ihr wisst, wollen wir in diesen Passionswochen unseren Glauben elementarisieren. In ganz kleine Miinzen
umsetzen. Erleben, was es mit uns macht, wenn wir Gottes Wort — und zwar nur einen Vers pro Woche — mit in
unseren Alltag nehmen, und tiber diesen Vers ,,Tag und Nacht nachsinnen®, wie es im 1. Psalm heif3t. Die
VerheiBung, die die Bibel damit verknipft sind wunderschon:
,Der ist wie ein Baum, gepflanzt an den Wasserbachen, der seine Frucht bringt zu seiner Zeit, und seine Blatter
verwelken nicht.
Und was er macht, das gerdt wohl.” (Psalm 1,3)

(Druckt dieses Blatt fiir jeden aus, so dass er/sie es vor sich in der Hand hat, wenn lhr dariber sprecht. Wir
gehen davon aus, dass Ihr entweder die Predigt am Sonntag gehort habt, oder die Predigt vor dem Hauskreis
zuhause gelesen habt. ©)

1. Eisbrecher
Wenn ihr wisstet, dass ihr nicht versagen kdnnt, was wirdet ihr tun? Wie sehe ein erfolgreiches Leben fiir euch
aus?

2. Gebet und Meditation

a) Beginnt mit einem kurzen Gebet, in dem lhr die Heilige Ruach / den Heiligen Geist einladet, heute
Gemeinschaft mit Euch zu haben und zu Euch zu sprechen.

b) Eine/r liest den folgenden Text 7 mal langsam und deutlich vor, wéhrend die anderen ber diesen Taxt
meditieren.

Und er hat zu mir gesagt: Lal’ dir an meiner Gnade geniigen; denn meine Kraft ist in den Schwachen machtig.
Darum will ich mich am allerliebsten riihmen meiner Schwachheit,auf daR die Kraft Christi bei mir wohne.
(2.Korinther 12,9)

3. Reflektion und Gesprach
a) In einer ersten Austauschrunde erzahlt jede/r der mochte, welche Eindriicke er wahrend dem Vorlesen hatte
und was ihn beriihrt hat.

b) Versagen ist ein Ereignis kein Schicksal

Jeder versagt einmal, eigentlich sogar immer und immer wieder.

Wo habt ihr in eurem Leben schon einmal Versagt und was war euer nachster Schritt? Und habt ihr in diesen
Zeiten der Menschlichen Schwéche Gottes Nahe besonders gespurt?

b) Psalm 73,26

,,Selbst wenn alle meine Krdfte schwinden und ich umkomme, so bist du doch, Gott, allezeit meine Stdirke - ja,
du bist alles, was ich habe!*

Wie kdnnen wir lernen unsere Schwachen und unser Versagen als eine Mdglichkeit zu sehen, in denen wir
Gottes Kraft und Liebe erfahren?

4. Aktion & Segen
Das ist also die Aufgabe dieser Woche, die Aufgabe der 7 Tage mit Versagen. Dass ihr diesen Vers jeden Tag
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vor Augen habt und an ihm rumkaut, bis er Euch vertraut wird, wie euer Lieblingslied. Ihr findet auf Eurem
Platz eine Karte, auf der fir jeden Tag ein Vorschlag steht, was ihr mit dem Vers machen sollt:

Sonntag: Nimmt diese Karte mit nach Hause.

Montag: Schreibe den Vers auf die Vorderseite und hénge sie an den Spiegel, steck sie in die Hosentasche;

Dienstag: Was ist mein wichtigstes Wort in diesem Vers?;

Mitwoch: Beim Aufstehen, Mittagspause und beim Schlafengehen den Vers 3 mal laut und langsam
aufsagen;

Donnerstag:  Schreibe den Vers mit eigenen Worten neu auf;

Freitag: \erschenke den Vers an eine andere Person (email, whatsup...);

Sabbat: Ausruhen und tberlegen, was ich mit dem Vers mache. Sonntag kommt dann der neue \ers.

a) Wir schlieflen den Abend, indem wir gemeinsam das Lied ..You Are My All In All* von Dennis L. Jernigan

singen
Falls ihr es nicht kennt konnt ihr es euch auf https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zC617kE1malU anschauen.

G D Em

You are my strength when | am weak
G/B C

You are the treasure that | seek
G DGD

You are my all in all

G D Em

Seeking You as a precious Jewel

G/B C

Lord, to give up I'd be a fool
G D GC/D

You are my all in all

GD Em Bm C G D GD
Jesus Lamb of God, worthy is your name
GD Em G C G/DD CG
Jesus Lamb of God, worthy is your name

Taking my sin my cross my shame

Rising again | bless your name, You are my all in all
When | fall down You lift me up

When | am dry You fill my cup, You are my all in all
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zC617kE1maU

